
ZM 2698  – - 12 Star Ranch LLC
Having followed zoning and land use issues for 35 + years, I'm about to conclude that 
the whole exercise is useless. However, we deal with what we've got. What Glynn County 
has got is problems.  In response to the staff report, I offer the following 10 points:

1.  The zoning designation "Village Center, Low Density Residential" combined with 
Agriculture is an oxymoron.

2. The 12 Star Ranch site is not undeveloped. It has logging roads, ditches and the 
detritus of forestry operations -- an industrial use.

3. Indeed, a minimum lot size of three acres is more than twenty thousand square feet -- 
six times more. Three acre lots, while they may be adequate for on-site septic 
disposal, are environmentally wasteful -- too small for subsistence agriculture; too 
large for weekend gardening. So, to save time, the lots will be sprayed with 
fertilizers and pesticides so they can be mechanically mowed and trimmed and 
contribute chemical pollutants to the surrounding marsh and wetlands.

4. The developer restricting homeowners from subdividing their lots is a dictatorial 
infringement of property rights by the current owner, as is the retention of 
 ownership of the common areas, including the roadways, without providing any 
compensatory amenities such as utilities (water lines, sanitary sewers, storm 
water management, fire hydrants), which local governments are typically obligated 
to provide.

(as an aside, the regulatory rationale for setbacks is to provide ready access for 
emergency vehicles. If the roadways aren't even built to handle fire engines and tanker 
trucks, the planning and certification process is useless)

5. Re "Finding #1" An expectation that something will be suitable in the future cannot be 
defined as a finding of fact. Moreover, it isn't just adjacent parcels (rather than 



neighbors?) that need to be considered, but the whole community, including the 
natural environment. Ditto for "Finding #2".

6. Actually, FA is an inappropriate designation given the pulpwood industry is defunct. re: 
Finding #3

7. Re "Finding #4" Avoid the subjunctive (would). The communal issue which should be 
considered is that the existing infra-structure is going to waste because of 
speculative enterprise. Land has been uselessly subdivided and lots gone unsold 
and houses unbuilt. Not to mention that the urban core, the city of Brunswick, is a 
sea of parking and vacant lots with infra structure that's either unused or falling 
apart.

8. The staff report opines "The project is expected to generate approximately 16 
students."  No comment.

9. "Yes, the proposed request is consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan" and 
that's the problem. Neither suburban sprawl nor desertification is a happenstance. 
They were planned all over the country. We should learn from the mistakes in other 
states. 

10. The County staff's habit of appending exceptions and exemptions to approvals is    
pernicious. It is an example of privilege (law for the few). Regardless, this request should 
be denied and the rezoning of the whole area west of Rt 99 should be considered 
comprehensively. Things are not up to date in Glynn County. 


