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After a bitter debate, the Islands Planning Commission narrowly granted 
preliminary plat approval Tuesday for a 49-home subdivision that will not 
have access to sewer lines anytime soon.
Developer Vassa Cate’s proposal to build Tabby House Phase II on 
Harrington Lane was deferred at last month’s meeting following the 
Brunswick-Glynn County Joint Water and Sewer Commission’s 
announcement that it could not add any new customers to the north end’s 
struggling pump station. And the status has not changed for pump station 
2032, which serves the island’s north end.
Dave Hainley, the director of Glynn County Community Development, 
noted in his report to the planning commission that Cate would not be able 
to begin work on the site without sewer permits from the JWSC.
The vote was 4-3, with planning commissioners Robert Ussery, Preston 
Kirkendall, Joel Willis and Desiree Watson in favor.
Planning commissioner Stan Humphries led the opposition with a volatile 
condemnation of the process. Commissioners William Lawrence and Karen 
Ward joined him in opposition.
“I think this is a travesty that we brought this thing aboard the way that we 
did tonight,” Humphries said. “I strongly oppose this.”
Willis noted that the developer cannot proceed with any actual work on the 
site until acquiring all necessary permits anyway.
So what is the point, asked long-time islander Burke Harrison. He suggested 
those who supported the request were favoring the wishes of developers over 
residents.
“Why are you allowing developers to put this into their piggy banks of 
approved plats?” Harrison asked.
Harrison’s comments drew applause from the crowd of about 50 who grew 
more vocal as the discussion progressed.
JWSC officials have said the pump station is already operating at peak 
capacity and will need an extensive overhaul before more new customers are 
allowed to hook into the system.
The utility says it will be a struggle just to accommodate those who already 
have permission to tie into the system but have not yet done so.
The board then narrowly denied a request for a 10-lot subdivision on 



Demere Road at the island’s south end based in part on sewage issues. The 
board denied preliminary plat approval for Glynn Oaks by a vote of 4-3, 
with Watson joining Humphries, Lawrence and Ward. Watson made the 
motion to deny on the grounds of “health and safety.”
The vote came after neighboring residents said the area’s wastewater pump 
station cannot sufficiently support the users it has, much less additional 
residences. They also expressed concern that the proposed new development 
across from Thompson Cove would cause traffic issues.
Resident David Allison said he has had up to 10,000 gallons of raw sewage 
spill into his yard in recent years. Bill Gusman claimed that flushed items 
turned up on the bike path along Demere after recent heavy rains.
“I have no opposition to a man building on his property, but I would say I’m 
only against it because we can’t hold the sewage that is already there,” said 
Allison, a 27-year island resident.
Kirkendall, the planning commission’s chairman, suggested that the motion 
to deny Glynn Oaks should be based on zoning issues instead of public 
safety concerns. He and Willis both said they do not always personally 
approve of items that come before the board, adding that they go strictly by 
what the ordinances and zoning permit.
“Some of these things we don’t like, but I am all for personal property 
rights,” Willis said.
Ward questioned the commission’s directive, if it is only meant to approve 
zoning ordinances already reviewed by county staff.
“Based on what has been expressed this evening, I need someone to explain 
to me the purpose of the Islands Planning Commission,” she said. “Can we 
not deny something if, in fact, it is for the betterment of the community? I 
just need to know so I won’t have any negative comments. I will just say 
‘approved, approved, approved.’”


